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As health consciousness rises and the demand for quality leisure experiences grows, outdoor
recreation is gaining widespread popularity. This trend is fuelling growth not only in outdoor
gear sales but also across related sectors like tourism and technology-together forming a
dynamic and rapidly expanding outdoor economy.
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In the post-pandemic era, outdoor activities have become a vital means for social interaction, stress relief, and
connecting with nature. No longer a niche sport, hiking is now a popular weekend activity for families and
office workers alike. Camping has also evolved into “glamping”, combining starlit dinners, luxurious
gatherings, and cozy accommodation to redefine the nature experience. Water sports, such as kayaking and
stand-up paddling, are gaining popularity along urban waterways, providing a refreshing escape from city life.

This growing enthusiasm for the outdoors has expanded the participant base and fuelled a wave of
innovation in products and services. Now, smart wearable devices offer real-time health metrics, outdoor
navigation apps incorporate AR guidance, and instant weather systems improve safety. These developments
reflect the accelerated emergence of a market that blends sports, tourism, technology, and cutture.

Hong Kong’s outdoor economy demonstrates robust momentum

In the Mainland, the camping market alone exceeded RMB 200 billion in 2024, and the outdoor industry
continues to expand. While Hong Kong is renowned as a financial hub, the city also possesses abundant
outdoor resources and development potential. Forecasts predict that in 2025, Hong Kong's sports market
revenue will reach US$56.63 million, the outdoor equipment market will reach US$128.8 million, and the
camping market will reach US$46.21 million, contributing to a 3.1% annual growth rate in the total market.

Of the 24 million tourists from the Mainland and overseas who visited Hong Kong in the first half of 2025,
many showed a strong interest in outdoor activities involving beaches, the countryside, and island trips. Hong
Kong's outdoor economy, therefore, is attractive to both domestic and global markets.

A perfect blend of city and nature

Over 70% of Hong Kong's landmass comprises country parks, mountains, and coastline, offering exceptional
outdoor resources. Popular hiking trails, such as the Maclehose Trail, Lantau Peak, and Dragon'’s Back, attract
visitors from near and far. These natural assets can be combined with ecological preservation and cultural
immersion to establish a unigque green tourism identity for Hong Kong.

Many of Hong Kong's outdoor activities are easily accessible, thanks to the region's efficient transport network.
Travelling from the city centre by MTR, bus, or ferry provides rapid access to the surrounding mountains and
coastline, fostering a “city in nature” lifestyle. The government is also promoting outdoor and island tourism
through the “Development Blueprint for Hong Kong's Tourism Industry 2.0", injecting policy support into the
outdoor economy.

Cross-sector integration for a sustainable industry ecosystem

Hong Kong has significant potential to develop its outdoor economy. By integrating policy , industry resources,
and market demand, it can build a competitive and sustainable outdoor economic ecosystem.

The city can deepen regional collaboration to develop cross-border sports tourism by leveraging the natural
assets of neighbouring cities such as Shenzhen and Zhuhai. Initiatives like multi-destination outdoor travel
schemes and hosting international events, such as the Greater Bay Area Marathon and marine sports festivals,
will help establish a distinctive regional outdoor brand. Hong Kong can also capitalise on its strengths in
scientific research, design innovation, and brand development to produce high-performance outdoor gear.
By utilising pilot manufacturing platforms, the city can accelerate the commercialisation of sports technology
and secure a stronger position in the global market.

For the senvice sector, the government could encourage local providers to develop specialised offerings, such
as outdoor guiding, coaching, and expedition leadership, and implement certification schemes to enhance
service standards. To achieve sustainable development goals, authorities should integrate smart technologies
and renewable energy systems into country parks and aquatic facilities, creating low-carbon, sustainable
outdoor infrastructure. These efforts would further solidify Hong Kong's global reputation as a green and
innovative city.

The upcoming 15th National Games, with Hong Kong as a co-host city, present a prime opportunity for the
outdoor sports industry to expand its market presence. The retail sector could launch limited-edition
Games-themed products, while travel agencies could curate specialised itineraries combining event watching
with outdoor adventures. Outdoor camivals and sports-themed markets could also be organised to amplify
Hong Kong's outdoor economy branding and create new business opportunities for SMEs.
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Embracing the Arrival of the AGI Era:
Are You Ready?
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The Hon Ng Wing Ka, Jimmy, SBS JP
CMA Legislative Council Representative

While everyone s still busy leveraging artificial intelligence (Al) technology for business and
production line upgrades, tech giants have already shifted their focus to the "AGl era".

According to reports, NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang attended a forum at Stanford University last
year. When asked when a computer system that rivals human thought would be created, he
predicted that "Artificial General Intelligence (AGI)" would emerge soon.

Strong Artificial Intelligence Comparable to Human Thinking

Artificial General Intelligence, also known as "strong Al," aims to create intelligent machines
closely aligned with human thought. It can be seen as an evolved version of Al and the ultimate
goal of Al development. AGI needs to be trained through vast inputs and continuous learning to
enhance its thinking abilities. Some scientists have predicted that AGI will possess superhuman
perception and even exceed human thought processes.

According to scientific journals, AGI systems have the potential to: store vast amounts of
background information and common knowledge, exhibit superior imitation abilities, facilitate
transfer learning, understand causal relationships, and demonstrate abstract thinking and
creativity.

Current Al can recognise images, understand language, deeply learn specific knowledge, and
transform this into "execution power" to solve specific problems for users. However, scientists
indicate that Al technology has not yet reached the multi-faceted "analytical ability" of the
human brain.

In contrast, AGlis more intelligent; it can effectively utilise Al's "execution power" and evolve into
"reasoning" and "judgment." For example, in pharmacy work, AGI could recommend suitable
medications to patients based on their "medical history." In autonomous driving, AGI would not
only provide navigation but also assess accident probabilities to prevent traffic incidents.

Identifying Bottlenecks and Developing Solutions

Given AGl's extraordinary problem-solving capabilities, it is expected to trigger a "new industrial
revolution." Currently, Al technology is widely adopted in supply chain and logistics, accurately
forecasting market demand, thereby optimizing inventory management and streamlining goods
distribution. Scholars predict that in the future, AGI systems with judgment capabilities will be
able to "see through" bottlenecks in various supply chain segments and autonomously devise
solutions, significantly improving operational efficiency while reducing operating costs.

Moreover, AGl's "thinking" is closer to human cognition; it can digest and analyse data, predict
future market trends, and possesses "empathy," allowing it to understand consumer psychology.
When addressing issues, it employs "savvy" techniques, helping to build strong relationships with
clients.

Scientists particularly emphasise that one of AGl's notable features is its transfer learning ability.
[t can flexibly apply knowledge and experiences gained in one domain to other areas. Thus, AGI
is not just an expert in certain aspects but can transform into a "versatile master."

Currently, AGl is still in the theoretical research and development phase, with no practical
timeline established. However, | urge everyone to prepare and plan ahead to embrace the new
industrial era transitioning from Al to AGI.
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Celebrating 20 Years of Brand Excellence
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Mr Calvin Chan MH
Vice President of the CMA cum Chairman
Hong Kong Brand Development Council

This year marks a significant milestone for the Hong Kong Brand Development Council (the BDC) as
we proudly celebrate our 20th anniversary. Over the past two decades, the BDC has remained
steadfast in its mission to nurture local brands, elevate brand value, and support long-term brand
development-laying a strong foundation for the growth of Hong Kong's brand economy.

Under the theme “Together - Pressing Ahead - Brand New Horizon”, we have launched a series of
commemorative activities to express our heartfelt gratitude for the unwavering support and trust of
the community. Highlights include the unveiling of a special 20th anniversary logo and the
production of a commemorative video that reflects on the council's journey and achievements.
Earlier this year, we hosted the 20th Anniversary Gala Dinner, which brought together leaders from
the government and business sectors. During the event, the BDC 20th Anniversary Special Merit
Awards were presented to individuals and organisations that have made long-standing
contributions to our work.

We also organised the enterprise visit series, taking members to visit outstanding brand enterprises in
Hong Kong and across the Greater Bay Area, fostering knowledge exchange and collaboration. Our
joint project with the Hong Kong Economic Times-the “Hong Kong ® New Quality Brand Power”
interview and video series-is nearing completion. The content will soon be compiled into an eBook,
to be launched at an official publication ceremony and brand development forum later this year, with
the aim of consolidating brand knowledge and promoting the spirit of innovation.

Among the BDC's flagship initiatives, the Hong Kong Brand Awards remain one of the most
prestigious and influential. Applications are now open for the various 2025 awards, including the
Hong Kong Top Brand Awards, Hong Kong Top Service Brand Awards, Hong Kong Emerging Brand
Awards, and Hong Kong Emerging Service Brand Awards. The selection process for the Hong Kong
Distinguished Brand Leader Award will also begin shortly, recognising a visionary business leader
who has made outstanding contributions to brand building in Hong Kong.

We are deeply grateful for the continued support from the government and the wider community.
Financial Secretary Mr Paul Chan has confirmed his attendance at the Award Presentation Ceremony
on 3 February 2026. We are also honoured to have Ms Maggie Wong, Permanent Secretary for
Commerce and Economic Development; Dr Bernard Chan, Under Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development, and Mr Aaron Liu, Director-General of Trade and Industry serving as chairs of
the jury panels. Our sincere appreciation also goes to Bank of Communications (event sponsor), Fook
Tai Jewellery (trophy sponsor), and KPMG (honorary auditor) for their generous support.

In addition to brand promotion, the BDC has emerged as a key advocate for sustainable development
in Hong Kong. In partnership with the CMA, we co-organise the ESG Pledge scheme and the Hong
Kong ESG Awards, while also exploring the development of a Hong Kong-specific ESG auditing
framework to serve as a practical reference for local businesses. Last year, we conducted our first ESG
survey among ESG Pledge signatories and published the inaugural “Survey on Hong Kong Industries’
ESG Initiatives and Trends.” This year, we followed up with a second round of research to
systematically track ESG practices and trends among local enterprises.

The findings reveal a growing emphasis on ESG among Hong Kong businesses—driven not only by
external regulatory requirements, but more significantly by internal motivations such as enhancing
brand reputation, developing new productivity models, and improving operational performance.
Notably, more than 80% of surveyed companies expressed interest in participating in ESG-related
awards, certifications, or recognition programmes, viewing them as strategic tools to strengthen their
brand and market position. Additionally, over 20% of respondents indicated that participating in
competitions and learning from peer success stories can significantly accelerate their ESG
development, underscoring the strong industry demand for structured learning resources and
benchmarking opportunities.

As the global economy undergoes profound transformation and sustainable development becomes
a defining trend, branding and ESG are increasingly emerging as the twin engines of corporate
competitiveness. | wholeheartedly encourage all enterprises to actively engage in the Hong Kong
Brand Awards and the Hong Kong ESG Awards, and join us in shaping the future of Hong Kong's
brand economy-one that is driven by innovation, influence, and long-term sustainability.
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Optical products optimised with ultra-precision machining empower 30,000 children in myopia control
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SRENEHUIE Prof. Benny Cheung
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The State Key Laboratory of Ultra-precision Machining Technology (SKL-UPMT) at The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University (PolyU) focuses on micro and nano machining mechanics, advanced ultra-precision
machining technologies and processes, freeform surface metrology, and ultra-precision machining
equipment. The laboratory offers in-line testing and measurement instruments for fully automated
production lines. It covers the entire industry chain from design, manufacturing, marketing to after-sales
service. Precision machining benefits not only tech-centric industries like aerospace and biomedicine but
also consumer sectors such as optical products. One example is the “Novel Nano Multi-ring Defocus
Incorporated Spectacle” (NMDIS) lens for myopia control.

Years ago, a team led by Prof. Chi-ho To, Prof. Carly Lam and Prof. Dennis Tse from PolyU's School of
Optometry (SO) developed the “Defocus Incorporated Soft Contact” (DISC) lens. Its dual optical zones
arranged in concentric rings alternately project images onto and in front of the retina, providing wearers
with both clear and defocus images. In clinical trials, projecting the myopic defocus image in front of the
retina was found to suppress eyeball overgrowth and slow myopia progression by over 60% among
Hong Kong children aged 8-13.

In 2018, Prof. To and PolyU alumnus Jackson Leung co-founded Vision Science and Technology Co. Ltd
(VST), a PolyU start-up, to commercialise DISC. VST later collaborated with researchers from SO and
SKL-UPMT to develop a spectacle lens version of DISC, with the aim of benefiting more children.

The project was challenging. “DISC works as it fits on the eyeball and moves with it, but spectacle lenses
do not work this way. [t was not as simple as enlarging the DISC lens,” explained Prof. Benny Cheung,
Chair Professor of Ultra-precision Machining and Metrology, Department of Industrial and Systems
Engineering, and Director of SKL-UPMT. Other technical obstacles included the off-putting obvious rings,
high production/mould costs, and DISC's inability to correct astigmatism.

Combining advanced optical design, ultra-precision machining, and a unique tangential continuity nano
multi-ring structure, the team developed the NMDIS lens featuring seamless transitions between rings
that made it look like regular glasses. To reduce costs, the team adopted injection moulding, using a single
ultra-precision mould to create nano rings for defocus on one side of the lens and a regular mould for
astigmatism/myopia correction on the other.

Launched in December 2022, the NMDIS lens (commercially known as “MyoDisc”) has made a significant
impact in just two years. Around 30,000 pairs have been sold in Mainland China and Hong Kong, and
30,000 children have been empowered to combat myopia progression.

BRXFIR (Polylmpact: BARIFEZEEEHER) E=MFE60EC9H °

The original story was published in Polylmpact: Inventions and Innovations that Benefit the World, VVol. Ill, pages 60 to 69.

Original story
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For scheme details in English,
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