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The Chinese Manufacturers* Association
of Hong Kong has, over the vears, contributed
greatly to the growth of the local manufacturing
industry, The opening of the new cMA Building
on the fiftieth anniversary of the Association
s a new milestone in their history,

w/@-‘-y

v
7

5
e S Y

A

I congratulate the Association on
their redevelopment Project and wish them
continued success in the vears ahead,
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Welcoming address by Mr. Ngai Shiu-kit, Jp, President

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour to have Sir Edward with us this afternoon. On behalf of the Chinese Manufacturers’ Assacia-
tion of Hong Kong, | should like to thank Your Excellency deeply for agreeing to officiate at the opening of the CMA.
Building. It is our pleasure too to welcome all of you here today.

There is no exaggeration to suggest that the economic achievement of Hong Kong up to now is a miracle. From a
tranquil fishing port at the South China Sea coast, it has become a world-renowned business hub in the Asia and Pacific
Regions.

The 50-year old CMA has witnessed and has participated in the miracle.

Before the Second World War, Hong Kong was mainly an entrepot to China. Manufacturing was insignificant. In
1940, there were only some 900 factories.

The outbreak of the Korean War in the early 19505 dealt a serious blow on Hong Kong's re-export trade. Yet,
concurrently the inflow of capital, entrepreneurial skill, and manpower from China has set the foundation of today’s

ing industry and ing has since been the impetus of Hong Kong's economic growth. Today there
are some 46,000 manufacturing establishments.

Through these decades of: challenge and opportunity, the CMA has played an active part in the development of
trade and industry. To cite an example of history, most of us here may still remember the annual Exhibition of Hong
Kong Products organized by CMA. It was an effective tool of trade promotion and it continued until 1974 when for
lacking a permanent venue and other reasons, the event had to be suspended. We are therefore very pleased that the
government has finally earmarked a prime site for the d of a Hong Kong exhibition centre, This centre, we
are sure, will greatly enhance Hong Kong's role as a world trade and conference centre, and will also facilitate the
transfer of technology throughout the regions.

The broad scope of work expected of the CM,
our forerunners who in 1953, decided to put togetl
Building in 1964, Redevelopi i
confident with what resource:
and for the ultimate wellbeing of the Hong Kong community.

When we look back at the past three decades during which Hong Kong successfully underwent an industrial
revolution, we see a gradual diversification of products and industries, a steady expansion in markets — in terms of

mapership with the government in promoting the grawth of our industries to produce more income and suor. Shely
ment opportunities. i

Hong Kong has undergone very trying times in the past year and more. As the process of economic adjustment
works out at home, and as world trading prospects improve, we can look forward to brighter days. At the same time,
We are fully conscious of the prevailing non-economic factors concerning the future of Hong Kong, which are inhibiting
1o executive motivation and investment decisions. We believe that it is a confident society which v_vull be able to press
forward in improving itself economically or socially. We hope therefore the eloments which have given confidence to

whether local or overseas, be identified and be respected. Let them be preserved and indeed
here today will see an even more prosperous and more just society for everyone in the future
days of Hong Kong. We, in CMA, will be one who will work hard for these goals. :

In closing, may | thank you for joining us today. ! should also like to thank you for the good wishes, lovely
flowers and souvenirs you very kindly sent us. Lastly, and in particular, on behalf of the Trustees of the CMA Industrial
Development Trust Fund, let me express our heartfelt gratitude to those who have made generous donations to the
Fund. All these serve to encourage us more to make greater efforts for the future development of Hong Kong’s

economy. Thank you,
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Mr. Ngai Shiu-Kit, President of

Conference room on the 5th floor.
the Association, lays the foundation-stone.
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Conference Hall on the 27th floor.
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CMA Testing and Certification Laboratories CMA Prevocational Schoolg
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CMA Testing and Certification

Heating test and temperature
Laboratories

evaluation on electric products.
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CMA Prevocational School.
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i Detection of heavy metals by
- - atomic absorption spectroscopy.
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Compression test for toys. QSEEQIIQHQ

Eltude_nts carry out experiments in
'ectrical engineering.
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History of CMA Building

In 1952, Mr. Hui Nook, President, and My, Haking Wong, Chairman of the Supervisory
Committee, had the grand vision to purchase an office and subsequently the site at 64-65 Connaught
Road Central was purchased in 1953, |n 1958, Mr. S. L. Chu, then President regarded the
development of a CMA Building the major task. Plannij :

In 1979 Mr. Ngai Shiu-kit was. elected President, and inherited the same spirits of work and
enterprise of prec The activities of the Association have been growing in scale and expanding
in scope. To provide a stable financial basis for increasing services, it was decided to redevelop the
CMA Building into a 28-storeyed modern building in joint venture with the adjacent landlords at 66
Connaught Road Central and 133 Des Voeux Road Central. Planning started in 1980 February and a
Building Development Working Committee was formed with Mr. Ngai as Chairman. The redevelop-
ment plan was endorsed by the Committee In-charge-of the Association’s Property, the General
Committee and the Extraordinary General Meeting of the Association respectively. On 1981 Novem-
ber 25, Mr. Ngai officiated at the foundation-stone laying ceremony. The topping-out ceremony was
held on 1983 March 17. Redevelopment was completed on 1983 July 11 and on August 18, the Head-
Quarters of the Association moved back to the new building. On 1984 March 5, the building is
officially opened by His Excellency the Governor, Sir Edward Youde.

Through the course of history, the Association started with rented space, succeeded in acquiring
its own Premises, and finally managed to rebuild them in looking forward. The arduous endeavours by
Predecessors in founding the headquarters of the Association have been deeply appreciated by
members of the Association, past and present. In ation of their invaluable contribution, it

15 decided to place this on record in this Souvenir Programme.
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