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If you take a look at popular Chinese social media platforms such as Weibo and Xiachongshu, they are filled with young people
discussing their preparations for “military-style travel” and “being loved by the senior tour group” during the summer vacation.
What do these two novel travel styles signify, and what kind of social and economic conditions do they reflect?
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Two extreme tourism models immensely popular in the mainland

“Military-style travel,” which differs from traditional budget travel, became a hit in the mainland
back in April. This mode of travel emphasises visiting as many scenic spots as possible in the
shortest amount of time and at the lowest possible cost. It is known for its hardship and has
been compared to military training. For example, in a blog uploaded to Xiaohongshu, blogger
Ye described his one-day travel experience to Shenyang, where his goal was to try all the local
food. He managed to taste more than 20 dishes in 10 restaurants within just 24 hours, most of
which were inexpensive—priced at a few dozen RMB. He then flew home that night. This mode
has not only become popular for domestic travel but also extended to overseas travel, with trips
such as “one-day military-style travel” in Seoul and Tokyo.

Another group of young people has developed a very different travel model called “being loved
by the senior tour group”. Many tour groups target seniors with their affordable prices and
relatively fixed itineraries. The tourists have to rise early and mainly visit natural scenic spots and
famous sites. Some young people view such travel as a symbol of “health” and “wellness”. Many
also said that they were well-cared-for and loved by the senior tour group, as the young people
were of similar age to that of the seniors’ children.

Stressful life catalyses new travel models

These two travel modes are not just a passing craze as other internet phenomena. Even after
two to three months of media hype, young people in the mainland still regard them as
fashionable. Some believe that the underlying reason for the emergence of these new travel
styles is that today’'s young people have limited travel funds, indirectly reflecting China’s bumpy
post-pandemic recovery. At the same time, the friendly care of the senior group may offer the
younger generation breathing space in a high-pressure society.

Seizing opportunities for diversified development

Major banks have cut their GDP growth forecasts for China, suggesting that the economy will
take some time to fully recover. Some critics have said that “military-style travel” is harmful to
domestic tourism as it reduces its profitability. However, objectively speaking, there are many
problems in domestic tourism, such as its “small scale”, “lack of planning”, and
“nonconformance of policy requirements”. With respect to current travel trends, tourists’
consumption patterns are typically governed by an individual’s will, prompting the question of
whether the present phenomena come from an economic downturn or the emergence of
individualism. “Military-style travel” is the ultimate challenge, while “being loved by the senior
group” satisfies a need for leisure and care. If viewed from the perspective of an economic
downturn, both modes are a means of expressing dissatisfaction with real life. We should
seriously consider how long these phenomena will last.

Hong Kong has also sensed a shift in the consumption patterns of domestic tourists. Although
the resumption of normal traveller clearance between Hong Kong and the mainland led to an
influx of domestic tourists, many retail and catering businesses noted that it did not help their
businesses as much as expected because tourists’ consumption patterns have changed
significantly. Mainland tourists prefer to patronise standard, cheap restaurants and, on average,
spend at least 20% less travel expenses than they did before the pandemic.

This sustained economic downturn may offer an opportune time for the tourism industry to
reorient itself. Hong Kong and the industry should think about how to build brands for the city
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Develop Domestic Market Hong Kong Export Credit

Insurance Corporation provides support
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With weak external economy, the global commodity trade slows down sharply. The international
rating institute Fitch Ratings predicts that there is only a 1.9% growth in the global trade, an
obvious decrease from 5.5% growth of last year. This posted impact to Hong Kong annual import
and export. According to the latest government figures, the import and export of Hong Kong has
recorded a further decrease that the annual export decreases by 15.6% and annual import
decreases by 16.7%. Both are of record highs in the last 4 months. Entrepot Trade is an important
engine for the economic growth of Hong Kong. The Financial Secretary Paul Chan said Hong
Kong's export is facing a huge challenge. If the external economy worsens in the second half of
the year, it is difficult to reach the annual economic growth and requires the support from
consumption.

As mainland economy picked up the growth gradually, it recorded an annual GDP growth is 4.5%
in the first quarter. Itis expected to speed up in the second quarter and reach the objective of 5%
economic growth. Hong Kong economy being backed up by the mainland is a strength. Also,
with the improvement of the China import and export, the business sector generally expects the
Hong Kong exports could reach an annual growth of single digit.

In recent years, the domestic market brings huge opportunity to Hong Kong enterprises,
especially those having subsidiary companies in mainland. According to Hong Kong Export Credit
Insurance Corporation, the insured business in mainland kept increasing in recent years. The
credit limit has exceeded the U.S. and becomes the biggest insured market with an underwriting
limit around 28.6 billion dollars. As the traditional market is pick up, Hong Kong enterprises need
to explore new source of growth and make use of the huge domestic market through the Greater
Bay Area to diversify the risk and sustain the development.

Hong Kong enterprises focused on foreign market in the past and were not familiar with
mainland credit environment. The varied level of disclosure of credit and financial information of
some mainland private enterprises makes credit and risk assessment difficult. It is difficult for
Hong Kong manufacturers to have export credit insurance when they develop the domestic
market in mainland, and thus bear higher lending risk.

Under the situation where Hong Kong proactively integrate into the national development, we
suggest the government to strengthen the information exchange and matching system on the
government level, for example, to open the mainland enterprise information database to Hong
Kong Export Credit Insurance Corporation to lower the cost of receiving information and make it
more convenient for Hong Kong Export Credit Insurance Corporation to provide export insurance
products for domestic market and support Hong Kong exporters to expand the domestic market.
Also, Hong Kong Export Credit Insurance Corporation should extend the measures to support
Hong Kong exporters, which includes increasing the flexibility of credit limits, increasing risk
protection and speeding up the approval process. This supports the SMEs to capture orders and
market share and make it easier to receive export venture.
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Materials Materials

Super Conductive
Nano Silver Adhesive for
Semiconductor Packaging

NAMI One- Componen
Ag Epoxy Technology

= Superior thermal conductivity

= Compatible with soldering

= Low CTE for reliable bonding

- Low-outgassing (0.2wt%, TGA,
isothermal at 220°C for 2H after curing)

= Strong bonding strength

= Environmental-friendly, free of lead,
chlorine and bromine

ExA Materials Nano and Advanced Materials Institute ( ﬁ (
Tel : (852) 3511 2580 Tel : (852) 3511 3492 Invented
E-mail : sales@examaterial.com E-mail : bizdev@nami.org.hk

www.examaterials.com www.nami.org.hk |n H K

Unit D, 24/F., Room D2B, Shield Industrial Hong Kong Science Park ]
Centre, 84-92 Chai Wan Kok Street, \ /
Tsuen Wan, N.T,, Hong Kong
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New “Whatsapp” CMA Al Service Executive Function
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To strengthen the communication with our members, Membership Department has created the “CMA

Members' News” group on mobile phone app “Whatsapp”, to disseminate information and arrangement of

activities so to update our members. Apart from that, members who has joined the group can exchange ideas
or introduce the products and services with other members in the group to explore business opportunity.

o

In order to ensure members can receive the information of activities and register effectively, Membership
Department launched the “CMA Al Member Services Executive” function recently. The Al will send out the
news and links of activities so members can register easily. We would like to further enhance the service to
our members. Please feel free to contact us if you have any feedback.
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HKPC Builds Innovative Construction Solutions with Advanced Technologies
Easing Manpower Shortage Problems of the Industry and Fully Realising High-quality Development
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Mr Edmond LAI, Chief Digital Officer of HKPC (front row, left), and Ms Samanta PONG, Executive

Director of Shiu Wing Steel (front row, right), signed the collaborative R&D agreement. Mr
Mohamed BUTT, Executive Director of HKPC (back row, left), Ir Paul POON, Council Member of
HKPC (back row, centre), and Mr Alex PONG, Director of Shiu Wing Steel (back row, right) jointly
attended the signing ceremony.
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HKPC collaborates with Shiu Wing Steel in the research and development of the “Hot
Rolling-based Steel Properties Enhancement Technology” to produce new steel materials for
expanding the product market.

The construction industry in Hong Kong continues to thrive, however, the proneness to
occupational incidents due to narrow construction space and tough working environment in
Hong Kong construction sites has made it difficult to attract new blood, resulting in an ageing
skilled population in the industry and a critical manpower shortage problem. Hence, Hong Kong
Productivity Council (HKPC) has been playing an active role in the research and development
(R&D) of innovative construction solutions and application of advanced technologies in line
with sustainable development concepts, with different ideas and suggestions, to lead the
construction industry towards new industrialisation.

HKPC and Shiu Wing Steel Limited (Shiu Wing Steel) have recently signed a collaborative R&D
agreement to jointly develop a novel rebar rolling technology, the “Hot Rolling-based Steel
Properties Enhancement Technology”, supporting the upgrade and transformation of the
traditional construction industry, and generating value in the industrial value chain. Founded by
the Pong's family, Shiu Wing Steel is a time-honoured local brand with 67 years of history. The
company has been instrumental in providing top-quality steel materials for numerous buildings
and large-scale infrastructure projects in Hong Kong, thereby contributing significantly to the
local infrastructure development over the years. While Shiu Wing Steel continues focusing on
local market expansion, it has also recognised the rapid growth of the Greater Bay Area (GBA)
and the subsequent surge in demand for steel materials from the ongoing and upcoming
infrastructure projects in the region. Nonetheless, to expand its market reach in the Mainland
market of the GBA, conformity to the region's strength standards is paramount for steel
manufacturers, which the traditional approach requires the addition of costly materials to the
raw materials for enhancing mechanical ability, and this can be daunting for Shiu Wing Steel.

To address the challenges, HKPC has provided Shiu Wing Steel with professional support in
terms of multiple technical aspects, including material science, process R&D, machine design
and smart manufacturing. HKPC has also assisted in the R&D of the “Hot Rolling-based Steel
Properties Enhancement Technology” by utilising scientific research to effectively control the
microstructure changes of materials, enabling the production of high-strength steel materials
that meet both regional standards and the cost-effectiveness objectives, opening up golden
opportunities for Shiu Wing Steel and increasing production capacity, thus significantly
enhancing the competitive advantages of Shiu Wing Steel in the market.

The emergence and application of this new technology are beneficial to creating more
diversified products and represent a significant step for Shiu Wing Steel in expanding its
business in the GBA. This showcases how traditional steel suppliers can integrate cutting-edge
technologies into the construction industry, setting an example for promoting smartification
and high value-added development in the industry.
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For Shiu Wing Steel to successfully enter the Mainland market of the GBA, it is essential that the
steel strength can conform to the region’s standards. The new technology will produce new steel
materials that meet the requirements of the construction industry market in the region.
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Actual gravels (left) and an image of gravels captured by the 3D laser scanning system (right).

Moreover, to further save manpower and improve construction quality, HKPC has developed a
homegrown smart system for effective gravel sieving. In the past, workers of construction
projects could only measure and identify the size of concrete aggregates with a traditional sieve
and naked eyes. Such manual processing often results in inaccurate material mixing,
time-consuming operations and high costs in human resources. Therefore, HKPC has come up
with the 3D laser scanning system, which can capture gravel images with high-speed 3D
imaging technology, and equips with artificial intelligence (Al) technologies to calculate the
length, width, height and depth of gravels, instantly showing the size distribution of aggregates
and gravels for references by frontline construction workers, thereby saving the time required for
the manual identification of materials, ensuring accurate material mixing, and improving the
quality of concrete. This system can also assist frontline workers in conducting real-time
monitoring of materials, allowing them to save time and focus on other important procedures,
so as to enhance the overall construction efficiency.

HKPC fully understands the construction industry's pursuit of high-quality products and
advanced technologies, and has been actively providing one-stop comprehensive technology
support to optimise the manufacturing process, and enhance production capacity, operational
safety and product quality. HKPC looks forward to continue cooperating closely with various
industry partners in the future, and will strive to promote the all-round adoption of digital
solutions at more construction sites to make the engineering projects safer and more efficient,
thereby laying the foundation for the high-quality development of construction industry in
Hong Kong.
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Information provided by : Hong Kong Productivity Council
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Mr Ricky Lam, Honorary Chairman of E o
Hong Kong Jewelry Manufacturer’s Association
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Life-cycle Optimization for Central Air Conditioning

Making buildings smarter, energy-efficient and energy-flexible for a greener and carbon-neutral future
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In Hong Kong, buildings consume over 90% of electricity, and central air-conditioning accounts
for over 50% of total energy consumption in commercial and industrial buildings. However, due
to improper or obsolete system design, operation, control and maintenance, a significant
amount of energy is wasted, hindering the
development of ‘smart buildings'.

To boost overall energy efficiency of buildings, Professor
Shengwei WANG from the Department of Building
Environment and Energy Engineering of The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University, leads a research team to
develop all-round optimization strategies throughout
buildings’ life-cycle. By adopting advanced information
and optimization  technologies, e.g, artificial
intelligence, uncertainty analysis, smart sensor
networks, Internet of Things, and 5G wireless
communication, they developed a series of innovative
solutions for design optimization, on-site adaptive
commissioning, control optimization, fault detection
and diagnosis of building energy systems.

For example, Prof. Wang's team proposes a probabilistic
approach to achieve optimal system design considering
the probability distributions of building loads and
uncertainties of operating conditions. During the
! : . operation phase, artificial intelligence and big data
HRKE: EEROREZEERAR . . )

Soues M Hee) Gree BUETE analysis techniques are applied for system fault
Council Limited detection and diagnosis, ensuring reliable and
high-efficiency system operation.

ERHETEBRAES
Holiday Inn Express Hong Kong SoHo

Prof. Wang explained on-site adaptive commissioning using a practical case: "Conventional
design requires two large pumps to fulfill 100% of cooling loads. However, according to our
uncertainty analysis, it is possible to meet the requirements using two smaller pumps. We
therefore suggested a design using three smaller pumps instead of two large pumps, which
provides the flexibility of commissioning while maintaining system reliability. During on-site
commissioning, two smaller pumps indeed met the full load requirements, resulting in an
energy saving of 33%."

Renewable energy is desirable, but solar
and wind energy are intermittent and
weather-independent, raising the stress
on grid power balance and reliability.
Prof. Wang's team promotes the concept
of "energy-efficient and energy-flexible
buildings" to explore the bidirectional
interaction between buildings and
power grids and to contribute energy
flexibility of power grids for high
renewable penetration.

> | B |
- .

For over a decade, Prof. Wang's team has provided consultancy services for various kinds of
premises such as International Commerce Centre, Holiday Inn Express, and buildings for
bio-medicine manufacturing. The energy-efficient and energy-flexible building technologies
are currently being implemented at a new super-large commercial complex in West Kowloon.
With enhanced energy efficiency, these buildings can save millions of
kWh of electricity each year, equivalent to millions of dollars in electricity
bills. This not only reduces operating costs but also contributes to global
carbon neutrality.

&= Enquiry

EBETRBHABEBRAIER
Knowledge Transfer and Entrepreneurship Office
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

#815 Website : www.polyu.edu.hk/kteo
& Tel 1 (852) 3400-2929
BEF Email : info.kteo@polyu.edu.hk
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Get Ready to Upgrade
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#PowerUp a Low-Carbon Future £ -

with Holistic Energy Management Soultuons

CLP is committed to supporting the Government'’s goal of achieving carbon neutrality for Hong Kong before 2050. To empower our
business customers in their low-carbon transformation journey, we are actively promoting the adoption of low carbon solutions -
including energy management, subsidy schemes and renewable energy.
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U Renewable Energy Certificates
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An In-Demand Decarbonisation Solution for Businesses .

CLP Renewable Energy Certificates offer a simple and flexible option to R
support local clean energy development, allowing them to claim
emissions-reduction benefits and enhance their corporate image.
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Learn more about CLP Low Carbon Solutions
Details
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As an energy partner to SMEs, we understand that additional support is crucial to achieving low-carbon transformation. That's why
we provide a range of sustainability support services to help enterprises reduce energy costs and power up their business
operations. Furthermore, we are collaborating with different partners to provide a bundle of fabulous offers to SMEs participating
in energy-saving and carbon-reducing initiatives.
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By setting up your HKD current or savings deposit account with CLP's bank autopay / direct debit through DBS, you can enjoy higher
interest rate on your new fund deposits to settle and pay all your bills including electricity bill. More, you will also receive CLP
Renewable Energy Certificates and additional banking services privileges, allowing you to fully enjoy the advantages from new
developing opportunities.

REBERBITARBESEENEARFRECTEADERRY  FAHESRIZRRFRER  THARAXBEER
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Reducing carbon footprint starts with digitally managing your Enquiry Hotline Learn More
electricity account BEHRER THEZ
REBEEFLERENRRAF 2678 2678

By switching to CLP eServices, you can manage your account electronically
and contribute to environmental protection.

M EANEATEe R - LEFAEEENRF  BRRE—2D

This promotional offer is directly provided by the banks and/or relevant service providers who are collaborating with CLP,
and is assisted by CLP for communication purposes only. For details, terms and conditions, please refer to relevant banks’
webpage. ZiEEEERENESENRTR/SMBRBESEEREREYE  WhPEHBE - FIERGERAE - F2H
ABRBSRITHRE - Advertorial 5N E &
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The VEX Robotics World Championship is the world's largest robotics competition. This year's
competition took place in Dallas, USA, from April 25 to May 4, 2023, with 811 finalists from
elementary schools to universities from around the world who were asked to build a robot
based on the season's theme.

In February, two senior high school teams and one junior high school team from CMA
Secondary School participated in the Hong Kong Tech Challenge Game 2023 and won four
awards, including the Middle School Excellence Award and High School Tournament
Champion. In addition, one senior high school team and one junior high school team were
qualified for the 2023 VEX Robotics World Championships. The 2023 VEX World
Championships were held in Dallas, USA from April 25 to May 4, with 811 teams in the high
school division and 489 teams in the junior high school division, making it the first time after a
three-year absence that all teams competed in a physical format.

The CMA Secondary School senior team 7984A finished 33rd in the competition after ten group
ranking qualifying matches. Team 7984C in the junior group was selected as a teammate by the
17th seeded team with a score of 7 wins and 3 losses in ten group qualifying matches and then
stopped at the 16th round. Throughout the fierce competition, the students never gave up,
constantly optimising and adjusting their robots, strengthening communication with their
teammates and improving their strategies. Although the two CMA Secondary School teams did
not win the World Championships, they were very happy to be able to compete on the world
stage with the best teams in the world and gain rich experience in the field.

After the competition, the students were arranged to visit local universities and robotics
research and development centres to deepen their knowledge and broaden their horizons in
technology, as well as to exchange technological know-how with teams from around the
world. During the tour, students met with seed teams from 58 different countries, exchanged
souvenirs and collected each other's signatures.

A big thank you to the CMA for their continuous support, which has given the students the
opportunity to learn about STEM and fulfil their scientific dreams. We hope that the CMAss
Robotics Team will continue to strive for excellence and breakthroughs in the field of robotics in
the future!
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Oriole Food International Limited

R T /sEE (BF)

- EMCEOMEKEESRNE  RARNIEABE
. Representative: Mr Chu Cho Wing Joel (Director)
~— Product: Import and wholesale chilled and frozen
- meat, food processing & packing

RERNERAE

Kabo Universal Limited

R TEEE (FF)

C EM O KRE

. Representative: Mr Ho Chi Kei (Director)
Product: Jewellery

HAEE

Wong Wing Kwan Burmie
ek - EEENE (EBEE)
| ERpETe
| Representative: Ms Wong Wing Kwan Burmie
(Media Officer)

Product: Media
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BEE-EUOHES
Our Members—Welcome!
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Canon Hongkong Company Limited

| = meRes (seeEReee)

B UREMBE  MISEENERRE
Representative: Mr Chan Chi Kong
(Senior Director and General Manager)
Product: Total imaging solution provider, professional
pre-sales, marketing and after-sales services
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Trade In Limited

ek - BEIZEELE (ER)
EmRER

Representative: Mr Ma Kok Yiu (Director)
Product: Supplement

FENEFFERAE

Kitagawa International Company Limited

H o smmees (Eweme)

Em - AXEM

Representative: Mr Yip Chun Loong Dickie
(General Manager)

Product: Japanese food
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www.sdghk.org
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o o o W forgyoung|people e

IR EBIIARE:
SBH#HE
Monthly/salary:for
hiring graduates*
from Hong Kong

Filoromade SUBPORE
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Monthly allowance to
employers

JE£0]| What your enterprise can benefit from joining the scheme :

o EX IR RE181EA - 8AE$10,000 - RAIEIEE ATIRK

Monthly allowance of $10,000 up to 18 months from the Government lowers training costs

o §ftiERr ' A L FEREFENIERDE » SEMSINERE
Simplified application procedures with extensive use of online platform and electronic means, coupled with enhanced follow up
services by designated officers

o SIAEEIEH - REBRE > #IRESFERGBRAERAINAIDIFTHIS IS T
Flexibility for enterprises to deploy the hired young people to work and receive on-the-job training in Hong Kong and Mainland cities
outside the GBA.'
*2021-2023FERBT A L2 U B BREREEIESN05HE
Hong Kong Residents awarded bachelor’s degrees or above from 2021 to 2023 are eligible to join the scheme.

1 5HEIBFKIBTE18EANE AN - IKERIBEFEISERNEBLAINIAMMSH LIF - RIIRK6ES -
Enterprises are allowed to deploy hired young people to Hong Kong and Mainland cities outside the GBA for up to 6 months during the 18-month subsidy period.

$10,000

QIER T RSt BISF ISR IR TR - A8 - &3 Enquir
If you are interested to know more about the scheme and offer job vacancies, please visit: = y
www.jobs.gov.hk/gbayes 2969 0446/2969 0460

@ﬁl,ﬁ KB ESFql<st8l

Labour Department
Greater Bay Area Youth Employment Scheme
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