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Opening Ceremony of the CMA Prevocational School
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Address by Mr. Wong Tok Sau, President of the Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong

BEEC RGO B TS T
Report on the school by Mr. C. P. Hung, J. P., Supervisor of CMA Prevocational School

A A FHB RS
Unveiling of the commemorative plaque by Lady MaclLehose

A RFUTE
Presentation of bouquet to Lady MaclLehose

R e A B R R
Tour of the building
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Cocktail reception
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Address by Mr. Wong Tok-Sau, President

We are very honoured today for having Lady
MacLehose to officiate the "Opening Ceremony of the
CMA Prevocational School. On behalf” ot the Association
and the School, | should like to thank and welcome
| ady MaclLehose most warmly. | should also like to thank
our guests for attending this ceremony.

Community progress depends heavily on the stability
of the economy. While industry and commerce are the
mainstay of the Hong Kong economy, government policies,
the general educational level and the diligence and enter-
prise of the people shape significantly the development
of industry and commerce.

Although endowed with limited natural resources,

Japan was a strong power even before World War |l

She was able to recover quickly from the War and became
one of the world's advanced economies primarily because
of her high standard of universal education, hardwork, and
a determined long-term government economic policy. The
environment for Hong Kong's industrial development 1S
similar to that of Japan because we are devoid of natural
resources and the only dependable factor of production
is manpower. Hongkong people work hard, and govern-
ment's economic policies have also been adapted to
circumstances. Our only handicap is that the level of
education is relatively lower. While the small domestic
market has compelled industry to rely solely on export,
our free economic policies, relatively low taxation and
adaptability of the people are conducive to economic
activity. We must make full use of our strong points and
remedy our weaknesses in the pursuit for economic

prosperity.

Hong Kong was an entrepot port before the War
with little industry. Political upheavals in China in later
years prompted many industrialists and skilled personnel
to move to Hong Kong, bringing with them capital and
expertise — basic factors for industrialization. The Hongkong
government took an enlightened attitude favouring industrial
investment and allowed the ready inflow of skilled workers.
As a result many light industries found their new homes
here. and textiles specially developed very rapidly. With
the incessant influx of people from China greatly augmenting
the population it soon became obvious that the economic
and social burden of the community could only be resolved
through expansion in manufacturing. This thinking and
determination subsequently laid the foundation of industry,
and Hong Kong gradually metamorphosed into an industrial
city.

During the postwar years, the efforts and perseverence
of our predecessors have brought industry from the state
of germination to maturity. Many mem bers of the Association
have contributed towards this development Nowadays.
there are more that some 36,000 industrial undertakings
and the labour force is over 750,000. Many brilliant members
of the second generation have begun 10 oOccupy key
hositions in industry, and applied the technological
<nowledge and experience they have acquired abroad.
~quipment and plants are becoming modernized and
arger in scale; the quality of products is comparable 10
those of advanced countries and are competitive in the
world market. Indeed the future of Hong Kong industry
will depend very much on our ability 1o absorb advanced
technology and the governments readiness to implement
policies favourable 10 industry’s long-term development.

Turning to education, we should like to pay tribute
to the government for giving increasing attention to Its
needs in recent years. compulsory primary education has
already been implemented, universal junior secondary
education has just been introduced, and the government
has embarked on an active programme Of technical
education and industrial training. The government has
established a number of technical schools at difierent levels,
and assisted voluntary bodies to set up prevocational
schools and training centres. The Labour Department
arranges apprenticeship schemes, and the Hong Kong
Training Council complex assiduously plans and draws
up industrial training programmes. All this means that on
the one hand children of school age can receive a general
education, and more junior and mid-level technicians are
irained on the other — a policy receives Support from
industry and the public. However education is a continuous
social process, and success must depend on suitable
long-term planning backed by sufficient funds.

In 1956 and 1957 when Mr. Hul Ngok and Mr.
Haking Wong were presidents, the Association contributed
one million dollars towards the construction of the Hong
Kong Technical College, known today as the Hong Kong
Polytechnic. Since 1964 the Association and Its many
members have been offering scholarships to technical
school students as an encouragement 1o study and in the
hope to increase skilled manpower to cope with the needs
of industrial development. In 1968 the Association decided
to set up a prevocational school for those primary school
leavers who might fall prey to crime because they could
not further pursue secondary education but were 100 young
to work despite their willingness. In so deciding we also
hoped that other associations would respond by setting
up similar schools to provide youngsters with basic technical
education and to offer them guidance for their future.
\With the valuable assistance of the government. the school
building was finally completed on April 19th. The opening
of the School today by Lady MaclLehose marks the fulfilment
of our aspirations of the past many years.

Although prevocational education is only a small
part of the whole education system, it occupies an impaortant
position in secondary educationi. The syllabus of prevo-
cational schools is closely related to those of technical
institutes. Graduates of prevocational schools can be
admitted direct into the second year of an apprentice
training scheme and part-time day-release training courses.
They will work in the factory and receive theoretical training
at school. After three to four years of systematic training,
they will become craftsmen and can take up courses at
the technician and technologist level In the past seven
to eight years, Hong Kong industry has undergone substan-
tial changes and is shifting more and more to the manu-
facture of high quality and sophisticated products. Industry
can no longer depend solely on entreprengurs who operate
by experience alone but wil require the management of
a young and energetic generation with suitable educational
background if productivity is 10 rise, and if design and
quality is to improve. Then Hong Kong industry can continue
to thrive and we shall remain successful in international
trade.

Before closing | should like to record our deep
gratitude to all our friends who have either contributed
funds:or given us invaluable help throughout our endeavour.
In supporting our School project they are subscribing to
a most worthy cause of this community.
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AR R B R BE IR WA o AR ) A o Bl R AR BRERT AT Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong. The  neglected. So far we have already organised some twenty
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of the public. In particular Mr. Haking Wong's donations | .
The school fee is two hundred and eighty dollars
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which will be a much needed facility in the future. On annually to be paid by ten instalments. Poor students can

e o & EAD TREH AR SRR R LITER - RIS behalf of all the teachers and students of the School apply for deduction or exemption at the beginning of every
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who demonstrate their support for technical education by amount to 35% of the total places, a number of grants
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While the School is sponsored by the Association, There were nine classes of Form One when the

Lerbd, R GR BREEENTORE  ATEEE  BEEAES TREE o the Education Department subvents its recurrent expenses School commenced its first school year in September
" 1976. Since the school building was not completed at
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hi o L3 AREEIRGHR) h F AT B AMEEEE vocational education for boys. There are 45 periods each by the Education Department 98 places were left for the
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members of the public. The school building will be fully
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education has been given equal emphasis. For this purpose, committee members of the Association who have given
we arrange weekly assemblies at which teachers will talk — US valuable direction. We will welcome continued aavice
about conduct and morality. To heighten the effectiveness ~ and support from you and members of the public to help
of teaching, a counselling section is set iup for consultation  us make the School one of the best In meeting community

by students on their problems. needs.
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Laying of the Foundation Stone Ceremony,f 26th March, 1976
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Annals Stone on the Establishment of the School

¥
Py
S B¥

o -
| -

=g wr

o R




— s R | Bzt BlER
- — /=l P2 B

e | . & Training in
A The First Athletic Meet |

. for 5 I 2k
-:"*-.-'{'

Mr. Wong Tok Sau ‘ - _ &L

presenting awards ‘ Vo L ——— ' Metal Work

to winners
.
':.K' h 4
-~ - ;._Jl-
t"}* 1
*' s\ > Hx?ﬁ'_
AR

o
:

e hik
Relay race

2 Electricity
EIEAbN

e Hurdle race




sB2HNEED
Student Activities
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